
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the April 2014 Alfacionada) 
 

Our national president, Dave Hammond, 

is convinced Alfa Romeo really is 

coming back (see his column in the 

March Alfa Owner). He says we can 

expect a series of announcements over 

the next few months. Maybe it’s time I 

left the wait and see camp. I certainly 

hope so! 

 

Did you notice that the Alfa Owner also 

contains a ballot with nominees for the 

AROC Board of Directors? I bet you 

never noticed that one of the nominees is 

Lance Dong from the San Diego Chapter 

and that ballot is still sitting there. I 

know, many of us don’t feel much 

connection with the national 

organization, but this is our chance to do something about it. So, tear out that ballot, check off Lance 

Dong’s name, and get it in the mail. 

 

We dusted off the Sprint for the trek to the Petersen. It doesn’t normally get a lot of attention on the 

freeway, but occasionally it is spotted by a rabid enthusiast. This time it was seen by a guy in a brand 

new Ferrari. He hit the brakes, swerved over a couple lanes, tooted the horn a few times and waved like 

crazy. I can’t help but wonder what else he has back home in his garage. 

 

I guess I’m out of step with the rest of the world. After completing a gearbox rebuild, I decided to pay 

someone to install a new top on the Spider. The fact that it is a Robbins top and the fact that Don 

Robbins gave a local shop a high recommendation had a lot to do with it. Martin, the owner of Gold 

Coast Upholstery in Ventura, has done many tops over the years, so he estimated the job at three hours 

and promptly spent 4-5 hours on it. Sounds way too familiar. I make my best estimate and double it, 

then realize I should have doubled it twice. The good news is the new top looks great and might even 

keep water out. 

 

April 12th is Cars and Coffee in Irvine. The First Lady advises we have family obligations that day, 

which is too bad because Cars and Coffee always brings out a bunch of seldom-seen Alfas. We will 

have our own dedicated parking area, but it will fill up quickly, so get there early. Afterward, we will 

tour a local classic car center and lunch at a local Italian restaurant. No RSVP is required for Cars and 

Coffee, but RSVPs are required for the rest. 

 



Mark your calendars for the Wine Tour coming up May 2-4. We are heading north (as opposed to south) 

again this year. Margi has had difficulties reserving a block of rooms and is currently working on Plan 

C. I’m not sure yet, but it looks like we might be heading up to Cambria. That’s not exactly bad news 

since two of my favorite wineries are between Cambria and Paso Robles. 

 

June is a big month with the Huntington Beach Concours on the 1st and a tour of the Mullin on the 14th. 

Huntington Beach is informal, inexpensive and usually rewards us with perfect weather. So come on 

down, park on the grass, picnic under the trees with your Alfa friends, and check out the competition 

when the mood strikes you. You never know what you might find, anything from Model T Fords to 

Lamborghinis. Last year, I had a great time talking to a Sunbeam Tiger owner about his suspension 

mods for autocross. 

 

Chris and I are sponsoring the tour of the Mullin Museum in Oxnard. Don’t forget to get your tickets 

online in advance at mullinautomotivemuseum.com. We are somewhat ashamed to confess we live 

nearby and have never been there. It’s a great collection of primarily French cars that has been featured 

in countless articles. Afterward, stop by our house for a picnic lunch. See page 20 for more details.  

 

“Remember, if the women don’t find you handsome, they should at least find you handy. And don’t 

forget the duct tape, the handyman’s secret weapon.” 

 

– Mike & Chris 

http://www.mullinautomotivemuseum.com/

