
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the April 2015 Alfacionada) 
 

The remodeling in progress at the Petersen Museum 

forced us to look for a new Spring event and the 

Reagan Library tour fit the bill nicely. We had seen 

the cars on loan from the Petersen before, but most of 

us had never seen the Reagan Library. About a dozen 

Alfas showed up to take advantage of the preferred 

parking in the staff lot as well as three non-Alfas. 

Maybe it was the Spring air or maybe it was the 

promise of a canyon run, but there was a dearth of 

family sedans. Val and Monique showed up in their 

lovely 1960 2000 Spider. We saw some new and 

seldom-seen members as well – Bill from Camarillo, 

Ed and Monica and Steve and Lilli, and Jean-Luc, all 

of whom I believe were in Alfas. 

 

After lunch Norm led us up Black Canyon which is 

narrow, tight, and so steep that the Sprint had to climb 

a fair bit of it in first gear. I wouldn’t care to run it 

during the week because the thought of meeting a 

school bus coming the other way is just unthinkable. 

After running Black Canyon, we turned on another road that isn’t even marked as a through street in my 

old “Thomas Guide”, and it took us over another pass to Santa Susana Pass Road. That proved to be the 

best road of the three by far and ended near Norm and Evie’s house. From there we proceeded directly 

to the food and alcohol and the telling of tall tales. 

 

So you may ask, does the Sprint engine still ping? The answer is yes, but nothing like before. I’m 

thinking of checking the amount of vacuum advance since the preload on the vacuum advance is 

adjustable, but I doubt that is the problem since the rubber diaphragms tend to stiffen, not soften, with 

age. More likely, there are some deposits in the combustion chamber. 

 

On the last weekend of April we will be enjoying our annual Wine Tour in the San Luis Obispo area. 

Hopefully you are all signed up and will meet us there. I’m planning on taking the MR-2. The weather 

should be nice, but I plan to recharge the AC with our very last can of Freon, which should keep things 

nice and chilly for another couple of years. 

 

May is the Garage Crawl. Norm has been in conversation with several garages and will focus on firming 

things up now that the Reagan tour is behind him. I’m not sure which shops we will be visiting, but I put 

in my two cents’ worth with a few suggestions 

 



June 7 is the Huntington Beach Concours. It is not our official chapter official event for the month, but 

quite a few of us intend to go, regardless. This is a great venue close to the ocean and the price is right. 

Check it out at www.hbconcours.org. 

 

The Highway Earth Classic Car Show, held in Franklin Canyon Park, Beverly Hills (see 

http://highwayearth. com/) on June 28th is a brand new event for us and will be our first Club Concours 

of the year. Evan Klein, the organizer, is an Alfa owner, a professional automotive photographer and all-

around nice guy. He took the plunge and did his first show last year. It was more work than he 

anticipated, but now he is committed. It is in a lovely venue with the cars parked all around the 

reservoir. We will have a special section for Alfas. Registration is limited and starts May 1. Don’t 

procrastinate on this one!  

 

 

July 11 is the Ventura County Day Drive and wine tasting which will end at our house in Camarillo. 

Chris and I aren’t exactly experts on local wineries, so our first priority was to rectify that deficiency. 

Over Valentine’s Day we purchased a special Valentine’s Day package that included tastings at 12 area 

wineries: Three days of tastings and we never made it to the last two! Never mind that many more 

wineries were not part of the package. Who would believe that wine tasting could start to feel like work! 

Save the date. More details to come next month. 

 

“Remember, if the women don’t find you handsome, they should at least find you handy. And don’t 

forget the duct tape, the handyman’s secret weapon.”  

 

– Mike & Chris 

http://www.hbconcours.org/
http://highwayearth/

