
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the May/June 2015 Alfacionada) 
 

Just like true Alfisti, we took the Spider on the Wine 

Tour despite the threat of rain. Its nearly new top 

might have something to do with our decision. And it 

did rain Friday night and Saturday morning. No, the 

top wasn’t a problem, but the wiper motor elected to 

go on strike. Thank God for RainX! The other Spider 

drivers fared well except for one (who will remain 

anonymous) who left his top down overnight. 

 

Didn’t I advise people to get up to Arroyo Grande 

Friday night for the potluck? Nearly everyone did, and 

we had lots of great food and wine in a large private 

room. A few people snuck off to bed a little early, but 

most of us took advantage of the fact we weren’t 

driving. The next day we fired up the engines 

promptly at 10:00 AM and headed for the first of five 

wineries. Chris and I skipped the last one and returned 

to the hotel to rest up for dinner. When I mentioned 

the Rooster Creek Tavern to the lady at the hotel desk, 

she assured me that Margi had made a great choice for 

dinner, and she did. BTW, it is simply amazing how 

Margi gets into the raffle and comes up with loads of 

prizes. I usually do not take the raffle seriously, but 

did get a couple extra tickets for loudly and publicly asking Gene how his Montreal is coming along. 

Many thanks to Margi who generously engineered the whole weekend from her and Mo’s new home in 

the Bay Area! 

 

Driving home on Sunday was a little more adventure than Chris and I bargained for. A very minor brake 

noise from Saturday rapidly progressed into an alarming, almost metal-on-metal, squeal. The car 

continued to stop straight and true, but we drove home very carefully to minimize braking. Monday 

morning I got the car up on jack stands and quickly found a leaking rear brake cylinder. Fortunately, 

they are being reproduced since Big Healeys share the same part. As I write this, the windshield wiper 

motor is still a work in progress, with the internal ground contact cleaned and treated to a little tuner 

lube, so I’m hoping for the best. 

 

May’s Garage Crawl got killed because of two last-minute cancellations. We plan to reschedule, but it 

could be next year. We’ll keep you posted. 

 



June 7th is the Huntington Beach Concours. It’s not an official AROSC event, but quite a few of us 

intend to go regardless. This is a great venue close to the ocean and the price is right (see 

www.HBConcours.org). Chris and I were coming, but we have a schedule conflict that day. 

 

The Highway Earth Classic Car Show at Franklin Canyon Park in Beverly Hills (see 

http://highwayearth.com/) on June 28th is our first Club Concours of 2015. Evan Kline, an Alfa owner, 

automotive photographer and all-around nice guy started this event last year and survived to commit to a 

second. The venue is lovely with the cars parked all around the reservoir, and this year there’s a special 

section for Alfas. Registration is still open, but likely not much longer. Go to the site and click on Look 

Who’s Coming to check out the Alfa entries. 

 

July 11
th

 is the Ventura County Day Drive and wine tasting, ending at our house in Camarillo. When 

Chris and I proposed this, we had no idea there were so many wineries in Ventura County. Most are 

small. Some are good, some not so good, and some are excellent. We intend to visit three or four 

wineries and tour some good roads in between. Steve Edelman will pick the starting point and chart the 

route once we finalize the wineries. More details to come next month. 

 

August 2nd is the Summer Party hosted by Chuck and Jan Cline. This draws a large turnout, and 

features fairly cool weather, a covered patio, a big backyard and a hostess who is an excellent cook. I 

can make no promises, but she might have a surplus of fresh fruits and/or vegetables, so bring a bag. 

 

The Monterey Motorsports Reunion (the Historics) is August 12-17. I remember when the Historics and 

Pebble Beach were the only events that week. However, in the last few years Chris and I have done 

everything but those. Concorso Italiano on Saturday is the main destination for Alfa people these days; 

we are big fans of the Little Car Show on Wednesday, and I love the Concours de LeMons on Saturday. 

And of course there are several noteworthy auctions as well. Look on ARA’s website, 

http://www.alfaromeoassociation.org/ if you don’t  have a room yet; you might get one of those they’ve 

reserved in Salinas. 

 

“Remember, if the women don’t find you handsome, they should at least find you handy. And don’t 

forget the duct tape, the handyman’s secret weapon.” 
 

– Mike & Chris 


